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Sunday School 

at 10:15 a.m. 
 

Worship Service  

at 11:15 a.m. 
 

Fellowship Dinner 

on the fourth Sun-

day  of the month         

following the       

worship service. 

 

ALL ARE 

WELCOME! 

 

We may sometimes forget that 

our little Bethel United Meth-

odist Church is part of a much 

larger organization.  To begin 

with, our church 

is one of about 

800 local church-

es in 23 counties 
of Pennsylvania.  

These churches, 

both large and 

small, make up 

the Western Penn-

sylvania Confer-

ence, presently 

headed by Bishop 

Thomas Bickerton 

(who will be retir-

ing soon) and his 

cabinet of 10 dis-

trict superinten-

dents, with Rev. 

Joe Patterson serv-

ing as our district superinten-

dent.  The Western Pennsylva-
nia Conference, as with all 

Conferences, is governed by 

both the denomination’s Book 

of Discipline and actions 

agreed upon by clergy and lay 

representatives who meet at an 

Annual Conference session. 
 

No matter where a Methodist 

Church is located or how large 

or small its membership, it is 
guided by the following prin-

ciples:  

Our mission is to provide 

leadership, connection and 

resources to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transfor-

mation of the world. 

Our vision is to ignite and 

sustain a passionate, spiritual 

connection with Christ among 

people in Western Pennsylva-

nia. 

Our core value is love.  We 

love the Lord with all our 

hearts, souls, minds and 

strength and our neighbors as 
ourselves.  This value is com-

manded by Jesus, inspired by 

our Wesleyan heritage includ-

ing to spread scriptural holi-

ness over the land, and wit-

nessed through our integrity, 

accountability and inclusive-

ness. 

We, along with members of 

all other churches in our Con-

ference, are expected to use 

our resources effectively as 

we live out God’s vision for 

the church.  Christ calls us to 

be in ministry with the poor 

and marginalized. Our empha-

sis is on “with” – standing 

with those who are regarded 

as “the least of these,” listen-

ing to them, understanding 

their needs and aspirations, 

and working with them to 

achieve their goals. It also 

means addressing the causes 

of poverty and 

responding in 

ways that lift up 

individuals and 
communities.  
 

Knowing that 

poverty and 

health are inter-

twined, The 

United Method-

ist Church has 

become a key 

player in 

fighting diseas-
es such as ma-

laria and AIDS 

and promoting 

initiatives that 

improve well-being.  
 

The church needs leaders root-

ed in Christ, who have a vi-

sion for changing the world. 

The church must recruit young 
people — including women 

and people of color the world 

over — for ministry, equip 

them to be effective leaders 

and be open to where they 

want to lead us. We also must 

strengthen lay members, who 

are ministering at every level 

of the church.   
 

In our Conference and around 

the world, United Methodists 

are innovating with what it 

means to be the church, plant-
ing new congregations and 

revitalizing faith communities 

in every kind of setting.   

Bishop Bickerton, Staff and District Superintendents 
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derful we cannot stop until 

we get there.   

When we think about those 

who have been there to 

help us on our journey, 

remember those new be-

lievers we need to equip 

and encourage on their 

way as disciples. When we 

journey together the trip is 

sweeter. As Bishop Bick-

erton always says, “the 

journey continues…”  

         Blessings,  

 Pastor Janet  

Our Western Pennsylva-

nia Conference of the 

United Methodist church 

sends out a little newslet-

ter each month that gets 

inserted into the weekly 

bulletin. It usually con-

tains a message from our 
Bishop Bickerton. His 

messages are always in-

teresting and thoughtful 

and I enjoy reading his 

words of encouragement. 

His signature closing at 

the end of each message 

is, “the journey contin-

ues…” I have always 

thought of that phrase as 

our journey together in 

ministry. But it also con-

nects to our personal jour-

ney of faith.  

 A couple of weeks ago on 

two of the snowiest and 

coldest days this winter, I 

participated in a Disciple-

ship Academy at Olmsted 

Manor led by Chris Kin-

dle from our conference  

 office. The message he 

shared with us was about 

our journey toward being 

disciples of Jesus Christ. 

As believers in Jesus 

Christ we are expected to 

share our faith with others 

and lead unbelievers to 
love Jesus as well. But 

what we fail to under-

stand is all believers, new 

and more mature are on a 

journey to become disci-

ples of Jesus. We are all 

on a journey toward the 

same destination, follow-

ing a path or roadway to 

be disciples. Each of us is 

moving at a different pace 

and at a different place on 

the road but all headed 

toward the same place, 

eternity. We all need a 

map and food for the 

journey as well as fellow 
travelers to show us all 

the points of interest  

along the way. Scripture  

tells us the road we travel is 

narrow and we may experi-

ence some bumps and road 

blocks along the way but we 

cannot stay in one place, we 

are trying to get closer to 

Jesus and eternal life.   

So often a new believer ac-

cepts Jesus Christ and com-

mits to a personal relation-

ship but other than the initial 

prayer of salvation there is 

nothing else. They have no 

map or fellow traveler or 

food for the journey. A new 
disciple needs to be encour-

aged and given opportunities 

to experience Jesus’ bless-

ings and love or the journey 

may not go very far. Even 

those of us who have been 

disciples for a while, if we 

are sincere about our faith, 

must continue to keep going 

on that same road. Our faith 

in Jesus is not a rest stop to 

linger and not leave but our 

destination, a place so  won- 

 

On Sunday, January 31st after 

the monthly fellowship dinner, 

members of the Worship/ Edu-

cation committee met to make 

plans for activities for the year 

ahead.   

It was decided to hold Vaca-

tion Bible School again this 

year after the very successful 

session last summer.  The 

committee set the dates for  the 

evenings of June 19—23.  The 

theme has yet to be decided 

upon, but one thing is for 

sure—help will be needed! 

If you are interested  in work-  

ing with  children in some way, 

the committee would surely ap-

preciate your help.  You can sign 

up for the whole week or just 

one night. Times for planning 

meetings will be announced 

soon. 

The Bethel Church brochure will 

be updated and copies will be 

available on the table in the fel-

lowship hall.  Please feel free to 

take some and share them with 

friends who are looking for a 

church home. 
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            A Short History of Lent 

Upcoming Events to Put on Your Calendar 
refreshments  scheduled for 

each  meeting.   

Tuesday quilting also begins 

in April, and anyone inter-

ested in helping is invited to 

join the ladies from 9:00 

a.m.—noon, or sometimes 

beyond to finish a project. 

Classes such as we offered 

last year will be coming up, 

and information on the dates 

will be forthcoming.  Topics 

planned for this year are 

cake decorating this spring, 

canning in the early fall  and 

some type of Christmas 

project /decoration for later 

in the fall.  A men’s-type 

project is also in the works. 

As the Easter season comes 

upon us, we want to be sure 

you don’t miss out  on the 

special events that  make 

this time so special to Chris-

tians. 

A Maundy Thursday Ser-

vice will be held at 7:00 

p.m. on Thursday, March 

24th at Bethel Church.  On 

the following evening, 

Bethel Church members are 
invited to attend the Good 

Friday service at Rometown 

Church.  The Easter Sunday 

Service is scheduled for 

11:15 a.m. on March 27th.     

On April 10th, there will be 
a tureen dinner at 5:00  fol-

lowed by a video of the 

Lancaster, PA Sight and 

Sound Theater’s  production 

of “Joseph.” If you have 

never had the opportunity of 

going to a live production, 

this might convince you that 

the trip would be very 
worthwhile.   Please plan to 

come and bring along 

friends and neighbors. 

In April, the members of the 

United Methodist  Women 
commence their 2016 meet-

ings.  The first one is sched-

uled for April 11th at 7:00 

p.m.  All women of the 

church plus neighbors and 

friends are welcome.  There 

is a program, a short busi-

ness meeting and delicious 
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Methodist Men’s  

Brotherhood 

Dinner 

at  

Bethel Church 

Thursday,  

March 17 

at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

As a fundraiser, Love 

INC has had Cat’s Meow 

produce small resin       

replicas of local churches 

to sell.  Each church  

buys them and resells 

them. 

Bethel Church replicas 

are available for $20.00 

each.  A sample can be 

seen at the church on the 

table just outside of the 

sanctuary.   Get yours 

today! 

Early church father Irenaus 

of Lyons (c.130-c.200) wrote 

of such a season in the earli-

est days of the church, but 

back then it lasted only two 

or three days, not the 40 ob-

served today.  In 325, the 

Council of Nicea discussed a 
40-day Lenten season of fast-

ing.   It is unclear whether its 

original intent was just for 

new Christians preparing for 

Baptism, but it soon encom-

passed the whole Church.  

How exactly the churches 

counted those 40 days varied 

depending on location.  

In the East, one only fasted 

on weekdays. The western 

church's Lent was one 

week shorter, but included 

Saturdays. But in both 

places, the observance was 

both strict and serious. On-

ly one meal was taken a 
day, near the evening. 

There was to be no meat, 

fish, or animal products 

eaten.   

Eventually, various foods 

(like fish) were allowed, 

and in 1966 the Roman 

Catholic Church only re-

stricted fast days to Ash 

Wednesday and Good Fri-

day. It should be noted, 

however, that practices in 

Eastern Orthodox churches 

are still quite strict. 

Though Lent is still de-

voutly observed in some 
mainline Protestant denom-

inations, others hardly 

mention it at all.  In the 

Methodist Church, mem-

bers focus on their relation-

ship with God often choos-

ing to give up something or 

to do kind deeds for others.   

Lent is one of the oldest 

observations on the Chris-

tian calendar. Like all Chris-

tian holy days and holidays, 

it has changed over the 

years, but its purpose has 

always been the same: self-

examination and penitence, 
demonstrated by self-denial, 

in preparation for Easter.  

Lent comes from the Anglo 

Saxon word lencten, which 

means "spring."  The forty 

days represents the time 

Jesus spent in the wilder-

ness, enduring the tempta-

tion of Satan. 
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Sunday Worship 

11:15 a.m. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 

 

 

 
 

Dedication of the Quilts 

Another year and another batch of beautiful quilts to be 

presented to places where they are needed to help keep peo-

ple warm on chilly nights.     

The ladies work from April through November piecing 

quilt tops for both full-size quilts and lap robes.   Then they 

are stuffed with batting and tied.  There is no doubt that 

their painstaking work, done with loving hands, is greatly 

appreciated. 


